Freight Bates
that the demand for this particular oil seed depends upon
the prices of the others. In 1931-32, the price per maund
of linseed at Calcutta was Es. 10-4-8; mustard oil was
costlier by Rs. 4-1-8 and groundnut oil was selling at
Rs. 12-15-0. The effects of the depression are seen in the
falling prices of all three of them, and in 1933-34 they
were at the lowest level; the prices being Rs. 11-0-2,
Rs. 8-5-0 and Rs. 9-11-0 for mustard oil, linseed oil and
groundnut oil respectively. Since 1934-35, there has been
an upward tendency; and in 1937-38 the corresponding
prices for the three kinds of oilseeds were Rs. 16-15-0,
Rs. 13-2-0 and Rs. 13-15-6. Hence, of the three, linseed
oil continues to be the cheapest having a comparative
advantage of Re. 0-13-6 over groundnut oil and Rs. 3-13-0
over mustard. It is therefore much in demand and has an
important share in the rail and river-borne trade of India.
Taking the average figures for 1934-37, we find that
2,47,400 tons were carried into the various provinces and,
in this, the share of Bihar and Orissa was largest. That
Province exported 75,200 tons of which Bengal alone took
74,300 tons. The United Provinces come second with a
total export of 68*900 tons, of which Bombay accounted
for 20,600 tons and Bengal for 45,400. The Native State
of Hyderabad comes third and was able to carry on a
trade of 41,900 tons, 40,400 of which were sent to Bombay
alone. Thus, of the total trade of 247,400 tons, Bengal
consumed 121,900 tons and Bombay 112,600 tons. These
figures reveal the importance of the internal trade in
linseed.
Linseed is transported by rail, river and road, but the
greatest single agent of transportation is the railway. The
railways were able to carry 247,000 tons on an average
during the three years, 1934-37. In the previous paragraph
we have seen that the total trade carried by rail and
river during the same period amounted to 247,400 tons,